Playes

Sarvah Fayhuwwst- J went to Naticnals in 2006 in Saskateon and 2008 in Winnipeg.
Jt was the best weekes of my life! J had so much fun there bonding with the team,
meeting new peaple fram different provinces, then meeting up with them 2 years
later! Natienals in Winnipeg was the best experience of my life, Marjorie and Tim
matfee it so much fun! We had way te much fun this year and J didn’t want te go
fame! J miss you all se much & can’t wait te see you in March!

Cavie Hayburst- J went te Naticnals in 2006 in Saskatoen, J had se much fun,
even though J lost my sisted’s puwse in the cab. J had se much fun hanging with all
the ginls and the guys who went that year. J can’t wait te tuy and make it again
because it’s such a great expetience te ge thiough and it’s se much fun.

HKaitlyn Saundews: Nationals 2008 - Fhe experience was a lot of fun and
challenging.

J’'m haping te make it on the team again. J met a lot of great peaple. Even though
evenyone on the team was alder than me, we all got along very well.



Paents & Spectatens

HKarin Thomas- This was eur finst experience with the National Daxt tournament.
Ja be completely honest, J didn't veally fnew that there was life after Provincials.
We were first intraduced te Provincials when cur sen was a tyle and cur daughiter
was a junior. Hai played as a junion that year even though fie wasn't eld encugh.
s a family, we just bocked at the tiip to St. Catharine’s as an adventure and a
place to have fun. We had ne idea that it was a stepping stene te semething as big
as a National Daxt Jauwmament. Of caurnse, we heard pecple talling abiout I FE
event. We bheard staries in passing abiout whe was sick at Naticnals, whe was
afraid that they would 'freeze’ at the board...biut we really didn't fnew what it was
all about. In March 2008, when Kai teck his final shot and his dart leader started
shaking my sheulder, J thought she was just plain giddy with excitement that fie
fiad wan his game...and then she said, "Winnipeg, fiene we come! Kai's going to the
Nationals!" Like a whittwind, Marjorie was calling the Rids te the stage te get all
the infoumation and J just followed aleng not fnowing what te expect. J was sure
she was geing te sh-sh-shew us off the stage and talk to the peaple that actually had
a clue what was geing en! But, clueless as we were, Marjorie assured us that we
needed to stay there to hear what would came next.

Wmest two menths later, we were on a plane te Winnipeg (or "Windy-peg’ as we
came to fnow it ), sent off with well-wishes from cur community, family and
Puiends. Marjorie guided us eveny step of the way. We had well thought cut
agendas, inferxmation packages that told us where and when to be present and
Marjorie, aleng with Tim, Paul and Ullen, were always there to answer any
questions. Jogether, they chaperoned cur childien, caached them inta their best daxt
playing and mast impetantly, made them feel westhuwhile and impatant. J was
UAMAZED at fow well eight kids got along, booked cut for each other and included
each atfier in eveny victony and evewy disappeintment. Jhey laughed together,
strategized together and lived together and when all was said and done, eight kids
whe are appenents at the Provincial level were a tuue team at the Naticnals. When
we fad te part fram each cthens’ campany at the ainport, Kai had to chokee back the
emations. Ontadic is a big place and the friends hie made den't live next deor. Same
of the senion kids will be maving cut of Youth Darts sa J can’t even tell him there



The Naticnals was so much mare than just a daut tournament. Jt was an
expetience. (s a mather looking in, J know my son grew to be a better persen in these
The hotel was an excellent venue, the proceedings were very forvmal and
prefessienal, divection was clear, & the banquet was well-planned and tasty.

Glen & Susan FHayburst- We loved how well enganized the whele trip was, and how
much fun evenyaone fiad meeting so many new peeple. Marjosie makes it se much
fun fox the Rids and it wouldn’t be the same without her, Tim and Paul. We
appreciate all the dedication and hard work.

Nat £ Neella Saunders - Nat and J found it amazing bow all the fids on the team
gat aleng very well and supported each otfier fully. Jt was a let of fun to watch all
of the kids da very well and it was nice to see how they bonded as a team.

The Studman’s (Maria, Kevin and Jeff)

What can J say the Nationals were awesame. Jhe bospitality in Winnipeg was
second te nene and J still can't believe what a wondeful website the Maniteba Daxts
ssaciation has, with se many great phaetas even before J had a chance to dewnload
mine. Jt is toe bad that evewyene can't expetience such an event and to witness
finsthand the level of play that eur youth can achieve. We'd like ence again te thank
your team Ontaria leaders and especially yowself for the devotion and suppaort you
all showed cur players. We will sure miss you all now that Jeff has graduated cut
of the youth program.

Miss you all.



Comments from Parents & Players That Attended
Youth Nationals in Ste Hyachinthe, Quebec

Erica Findlay

This year at the Nationals in Montreal was the first time | had ever watched a dart tournament. My
parents have been around the dart world ever since | can remember but | was always too young to go
and watch. My first time going to watch a dart tournament was to support my little brother’s doubles
partner Oceanna Emms and to watch my brother Nicholas Findlay participate in the Bursary and the
World Masters. However, | soon found myself getting to know and talking to all of team Ontario,
cheering them on, and biting my nails in anticipation for the results of each match. | am not an avid dart
player myself but | have played sports my entire life and the sportsmanship, support, and true
companionship felt within team Ontario and the other straggling youth was an amazing sight to see. It
would make any coach or parent proud to watch the amount of maturity and growth that is possible for
these children to experience in just five days. The youth made bonds with one another that created
friendships that some people don’t have the opportunity to create even within years of their everyday
lives. These experiences alone make the youth program one which is amazingly beneficial and
worthwhile.

However, to add onto this the guidance and tutelage they receive from their coaches Tim, Marjorie,
Allyn, and Paul, the amount of serious and meaningful play they gain, and the honour of representing
one’s province in a sport you have come to love, the youth program makes for an experience of a
lifetime. One only needs to look into the eyes of the youth, the parents, the coaches, or any of the many
spectators at any point to see the pride and excitement in their eyes to be involved in this process to see
how amazing and extraordinary this program really is. | may not be an avid dart player but after my
weekend in Montreal with the Youth’s Team Ontario | am now an avid fan of the sport! Good luck to all
of the youth in the coming year in Newfoundland!
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| had been told for many years to go to the youth provincials. | final went in 2007 and thought it
was so well run and so much fun for all the players. This year | had the pleasure of going to the Youth
Nationals. What an eye opener! From the opening ceremony to the piper to the singing of our national
anthem, it was more than mere words can express. | saw tears as the piper played and smiles as parents
watched their children come in, province by province, and line up in front of the stage to hear a young
boy sing O’Canada. His voice was breathtaking.

The players went to their boards and play was on. The players and their leaders conduct was
something you had to see to believe. You could not tell if they won or lost their matches; you had to ask,
because everyone smiled, regardless of the outcome. The friendships and respect that developed over
the five days was heartfelt.

Watching all the players who represented Ontario become “Team Ontario” was a great thing to
see. This could only happen because of the work of Marjorie, Tim, Allyn & Paul. However, the greatest
kudos has to go to Marjorie for the way that she gets all the youth players to gel together and become a
cohesive unit. They learn to laugh and joke together, support each other, and realize what it is to be a
team. | felt very fortunate to have been able to witness this and the weekend left me with many great
memories also.

By the end of the weekend, as you watched the kids hugging and saying good- bye on Monday
morning, you knew that the youth were going home with new friends and many great new memories, as
well as a sense of accomplishment that they will never forget.

Anne-Marie Findlay
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Alyn Ward

This was my fifth youth nationals that I have attended and each year they get better and better. The
experiences that I have had with the teams that I have been a part of goes beyond the coaching aspect of it, it
is the memories you make with the players and the supporters, as well as the other fabulous people you get to
meet _from the other provinces along the way.

What made this year special was that there was never a dull moment; the team was always laughing and
making jokes to lighten up the room.

It’s always enjoyable going back to see some of the people that you meet from the other provinces and be able to
JoRe with them.

This is all possible as well by the wonderful people running the program, in Marjorie and Tim; they can always
get the best out of the Rids.

With everything said though it is still the players I feel that makes the most memorable.
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| guess for me it's the unknown, the anticipation of how these young players will bond, how will they
react to being for some of them out of Ontario for the first time, having to share a room with strangers,
the first day and night is always interesting and challenging.

The 8 players that arrived in Quebec came together like champs, right off the hop the group

dynamics started to form, seniors quietly taking the lead showing rookies how things are done, rookies
being quiet taking in their new surroundings and the quick progression of a team forming in a short
period of time for me is very exciting to witness.

| could go on for pages on how well we played as a team, but | will sum it up by saying each and
everyone played with class and professionalism and this made for a fun and entertaining weekend.

To Mike, Sarah, Taylor, Oshie, Wes, Carrie, Christopher and Natasha you are all ambassadors of this
sport you represented our province in such a wonderful way, your future in this sport is very
bright...thanks for making it fun!

Specials thanks to all the parents, friends and supporters that made the trip you were all awesome,
your support for not only your own children but for all involved was incredible!!

To Paul and Allyn - thanks for your hours of dedication to the program and to Marjorie and myself as
you certainly make things easier for us and a whole lot of fun.

To Marjorie...thank you for you’re never ending commitment to this program, your kindness, drive,
determination and zany way of bringing each and every youth player into the circle of fun you create is
an inspiration to all that is around you.

I'm looking forward to next year when we will be travelling to Gander, Newfoundland!!

Best regards,

Tim Venn

President/Provincial Director

Darts Ontario
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Sharon and Adrian Holt:

Wow, is all | can say. How do you describe Youth Nationals? An experience of a life time.

We have attended Youth Nationals twice. Thunder Bay in 2005 and St. Hyacinthe, Quebec in May of
2009 as our son Michael made the Ontario Team. If anything, we wish that all youth players could at
least once experience the opportunity of playing at the national level. What an awesome and
exciting time it is, not just for the kids but their families as well.

As far as the 8 kids go, that made the team this year, to watch them come in to the week-end being total
strangers to ending the week-end being best of buds. We watched many of the players forming
friendships that will grow and probably last their entire lives. They supported each other at the best and
worst of times. It was awesome to see.

What can | say about our Youth Leaders, Marjorie, Tim, Paul and Allyn, you are to be commended for all
your hard work and the dedication you put towards the youth dart program. Without you, this program
wouldn't be what it is today. You take the good with the bad. Together these 4 wonderful

people chaperoned our children, coached them to being the best they could be and most importantly
made each and every one of them feel special and important. Elephants rule.

Please know how much we appreciate all the hard work and dedication you put towards the youth dart
program.
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Kate Venn - | recently attended the 2009 Youth National Darts Championship in Ste. Hyacinthe, Quebec.
| arrived without any preconceived ideas on what to expect. On my very first day there | started to feel
the excitement from all the players and youth leaders. But it wasn't until | heard the bagpipes and our
national anthem at opening ceremonies the next day that | truly got an idea of exactly how important
this event was. It was truly amazing to see the pride as the youth players from each province marched
in procession behind their provincial flags. Dart play over the next two days just served to increase the
awe | was feeling. Ontario has had a very strong Youth team for many years, but beyond the high
calibre play we saw, it was humbling to witness these youth players making friends with competitors
and representing their own province proudly while being remarkable ambassadors for the program. |
was not a parent at this event, but | cheered just as loudly for each and every one of the members of the
2009 team: Oshie, Carrie, Sarah, Natasha, Christopher, Taylor, Wesley and Mike. Well done to all of
you! And well done to Marjorie and Tim also - you were superb leaders.
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Nationals 2009, St Hyacinthe, Quebec
A lifetime of memories! The darts Ontario Youth program is top notch and a program that we are proud
to be part of.

It was great to meet the Leaders and players from all over the country. Everyone’s attitude was nothing
but positive.

A special thanks to Tim Venn, Paul Allardyce and Allyn Ward, Your contributions to these kids makes a
difference.

Marjorie this is a great thing you do with our youth players. You invest your time, your energy, and your
heart. It is those invaluable contributions that will continue to grow in the hearts and minds of these
youth players.

Thank you and we look forward to seeing everyone at Provincials.

Richard and Susan Emms



Susan Hayhurst:

What a wonderful weekend. Our hosts were great! Our leaders Marjorie and Tim were wonderful. They
are always there for the team whether it’s for advice, encouragement or just a shoulder. Paul and Allyn,
it wouldn’t be the same without them and as for the team what a wonderful group of teenagers. They
bonded so well. They really had a great time. Now as for their darts, they played phenomenal. As well as
taking 17 plaques they won the Canada Cup. What a wonderful group of people. Parents and our team
were very supportive to all players (including other provinces) and we all made a lot of new friends. |
hope we can do it again in Gander, Newfoundland.
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Taylor Polley — Player

My experience with the team was great. We all got along very well. It was funny when the girls played
the prank on us by taking our light bulbs. The whole team worked so well with each other and we all
shot great. Our coaches where amazing, couldn't ask for anyone better. It was the best weekend ever
and | hope to make the team in the future.
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| had such a great weekend! | wish it went on a lot longer!!

| don’t even know where to begin, my partner ahah she was crazier than me! | loved it! She always
cheered everyone up! Oshie and Carrie were amazing roommates and so much fun! The boys, well,
their pranks were funny: P but what we did to them right off the bat was funny too!

| really wish | could see you all so much more than just once a year :(

Marjorie, Allyn, Tim and Paul well, | LOVED the present you gave me as soon as | walked through the
door for the first time! Ahah just wait, I'll get you guys!

You guys make this weekend SOOOO much fun! And to be truthfully honest without you guys, it would
be just darts. But you guys make it so we’re all a family, and have so much fun! And it’s not all about
winning, but about the experience and to meet so many new great people all over Canada!

| always love when | get to be with you guys and | hope this isn’t the last time!!

Thank you SOOOO0O much for everything!!!

Love you alll!!

Sarah Hayhurst - Player
(Hammy)
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Oshie Emms - Nationals 2009, Player

This was such a great experience and it was so much fun. You make a lot of new friends and its great
playing with the other provinces. This was the most fun I’'ve had playing darts and hope to make the
team again next year....you never want to leave and the directors Tim and Marjorie make it all the more
fun.. | already can't wait for Provincials in March to get the opportunity to have all this fun over again
going to nationals...thank you so much for this great opportunity, I’'m already looking forward to next
year:)
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Oh my god! What an amazing weekend! One of the best weekends of my life. Everyone was great, the
team, the teams parents, our leaders/ parents, and our opponents were fun and nice to.

This year’s nationals were great. Everyone got along great and we all had an amazing weekend.
Everyone played fantastic and we all worked great together.

Thank you so much Marjorie, Tim, Paul, and Allyn for all your hard work and consideration. We wouldn’t
have done so well and had so much fun without you guys. You guys are amazing and better stay with
darts. | couldn’t have asked for a better weekend. The hotel was gorgeous and Quebec did a fantastic
time this year. Thanks guys for making it a year to remember. | hope | will be able to make it again before
my dart years are over, so | can see everyone again and see more of Canada. Thank you again for
everyone who helped out and came to Quebec for us, for making it such an amazing!

Carrie - Player ©
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This was ny | ast year being a part of the Youth Darts | eague because next
year | will be an adult and at Provincials, | was hungry for a title. |

pl ayed ny heart out and made it to one of the top spots. The next |evel was
National s! | was so excited to be a part of Team Ontario |I think ny heart
grew a few sizes bigger. Wile | was there (in St. Hyacinthe, Quebec), | had
an amazing tinme. It was nothing like | had imagined. | net a |lot of new
peopl e and made a |l ot of new friends (including those on ny teanm). | amvery
proud of the others who participated, acconpani ed and supported team Ontario
as well as nyself for the acconplishnents we had this year.

| would like to give a special thanks to Marjorie Allardyce and Tim Venn for
giving ne the opportunity to experience the nost wonderful weekend of ny
life, and to Allyn Ward, Paul & the parents and friends who had al so
supported ne because unfortunately, mine were unable to nake it.

| hope those of you who "don't feel good enough" keep your heads up and keep
tryi ng because one day, you WLL shine. | mean, it took ne a whole 6-7 years
so don't be discouraged. Chins up buttercups! Your day will come soon enough.
I hope to see sone of you in the future at an adult |eague or even
provi nci al s!

Nat asha - Pl ayer
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